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Terms of Reference

Episodic Disabilities Network

Mandate

The purpose of the Episodic Disabilities Network is to exchange information amongst participant organizations and people living with episodic disabilities to enhance the ability of Network participants to respond in a coordinated way to improve quality of life and promote social inclusion for people with episodic disabilities. The collaborative efforts of the Episodic Disabilities Network are intended to enhance the work that is done by individual participants. 
Participation
This Network is comprised of national organizations, groups and people living with episodic disabilities that reflect the collective national interests of people living with disabilities.  The Network specifically addresses and speaks out on issues related to episodic disabilities. Organizations and people living with episodic disabilities who wish to join the Network will be asked to submit a letter that provides: 

· Name of participant / participating organization
· Name of the person who will attend meetings, and alternate in case of need
· Contact information: telephone, email, fax, and mailing address

· Experience and interests in issues of concern to people with episodic disabilities

For organizations, the letter should indicate that the organization has read and agrees with the Terms of Reference for the Network.   For people living with episodic disabilities, the letter should indicate the official of their representative organization who supports their participation on the Network.  This is not a process of review and approval. 

Responsibilities

The responsibilities of Network participants will include: 

· Sharing information on relevant programs and research from and to the Network

· Reviewing activities of Network participants to determine if and how to support them individually (since the Network itself has no official public existence)

· Participating in developing and transferring meaningful messages to key audiences

Meetings

As the Network evolves a collaborative approach will be applied to administrative support. The Network will determine criteria to choose a Chair and other officers as needed.

The meetings will occur approximately once every two months, or as issues arise when determined by the participants (i.e. pre- and post-election strategizing.)
Decisions

It is not intended that the Network be an official body or association. Rather the Network is a forum in which participants share information, with opportunities to participate in any specific activity or strategy, as individual participants chose. Participants will not have to make decisions that will direct the Network as a whole.

Working Groups may form from time to time and will be responsible for developing their own Terms of Reference to reflect their specific activities and purpose.

Dissolution

Participants may withdraw at any time. Written notice is appreciated.
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