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2008 Workshop and Consultation
“HIV/AIDS, Disability and Human Rights: International and National Dimensions”
Background
There are many conceptual, programmatic and legal links between HIV and other disabilities, and between HIV and disability rights advocacy.
· HIV-related stigma and discrimination hinder effective responses to the epidemic, including HIV prevention and access to health services for people living with HIV.

· People with disabilities face barriers on many levels, including disability-related discrimination in gaining access to HIV prevention services and care, treatment and support that meet their needs.

· People living with HIV often live with other kinds of disabilities, and HIV and its treatment can result in other disabilities.

· Perceived or real HIV-positive status exposes people to a wide range of human rights violations; so, too, do other forms of disability.
Over 120 countries, including Canada, have signed the 2007 UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the Disability Convention).  The Convention addresses many of the issues faced by people living with HIV (and persons believed to have HIV).  Can, and should, the Convention be used to address HIV-related discrimination?  

Objectives for the day 
Through presentations and discussion sessions, participants in the day’s activities will:

1. identify the ways in which HIV can be considered a disability, and the links between HIV and (other) disabilities;

2. understand opportunities and challenges for incorporating disability issues into HIV/AIDS programs and services, and incorporating HIV/AIDS issues into disability programs and services;
3. learn about how Canadian law protects against HIV/disability-related discrimination  and what AIDS service organizations and other agencies can do to assist people in defending their rights; and
4. explore ways the new UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities might be useful in advancing the human rights of people living with HIV in Canada and internationally.
Workshop and Consultation Agenda

8:00 – 9:00
Continental breakfast (on-site) and registration for any additional participants

9:00 – 9:15   
Welcome and review of the day (objectives, outputs, context)



Moderator: Chris Sulway

9:15 – 10:30     HIV AND DISABILITY: WHAT ARE THE LINKS?  


A panel discussion with Q & A
(a)
HIV as disability: a personal perspective

     
Presenter: Larry Baxter 

(b)
Disability and vulnerability: implications for HIV programs and services

Issues in the Canadian context
Presenter: Gillian Bone

Issues in a developing country context
Presenter: Don Kilby 
(c)        Questions & discussion 

Moderator: Chris Sulway

10:30 – 10:45
 BREAK

10:45-12:30
HIV, DISABILITY AND DISCRIMINATION: HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

(a)
Canada

HIV, disability and discrimination: Canadian law


Presenter: Ryan Peck

Human rights education and advocacy: an ASO experience

Presenter: Jessica Leech
 (b)
International

HIV-related discrimination: international law
  

Presenter: Richard Elliott

HIV-related discrimination and the UN Disability Convention

Presenter: Patrick Fougeyrollas

(c) 
Questions & discussion

Moderator: Chris Sulway 

12:30 - 1:30
LUNCH
1:30 - 3:45
FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE: PROGRAMS AND POLICY
1:30 – 2:30
Concurrent working group discussions
Theme 1: Integrating HIV and disability into programs and services

· How can thinking about disability issues strengthen HIV programmes and services? What challenges might there be and how could they be overcome, both for organizations working in Canada and for those working in developing country contexts?

· How can HIV be included in programs and services for people with (other) disabilities? What challenges might there be and how could they be overcome, both for organizations working in Canada and for those working in developing country contexts?

· What information and resources do you need to integrate attention to HIV and to disability issues in your organizations’ programs and services?

Theme 2: Human rights advocacy priorities and strategies

· How can ASOs and other NGOs integrate human rights education and support to PHAs in dealing with discrimination into their front-line work?

· What information do people need and how can it be made accessible?

· What are local priorities for advocacy in dealing with HIV-related discrimination?

· How can we in Canada contribute to the process of ratifying the UN Convention (both in Canada and internationally) and make it useful in protecting and promoting the rights of people living with HIV?

2:30 – 2:50
BREAK

2:50 – 3:00
Summary reports (one from each theme group)
3:00 – 3:45
Plenary discussion

3:45 – 4:00
Closing

· Reflections on key themes and conclusions from day’s discussions.

· Identification of next steps.

· Closing remarks and meeting evaluation.

· Adjournment.

About our presenters
Chris Sulway (Moderator)
Chris is a physiotherapist by training and has a Masters in Health Administration. He worked in the HIV unit at St. Michael's hospital for several years before moving into the corporate planning department at the hospital where he currently works.  He is well versed in HIV and disability issues, including research, policy, program and practice.  He has a strong interest in international health, having helped to establish the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation at the University of Toronto and the International Division of the Canadian Physiotherapy Association. Chris currently chairs CWGHR's Research, Education and Practice Advisory Committee.
Larry Baxter

Larry Baxter is the chair of the Nova Scotia Advisory Commission on AIDS, which is currently coordinating the implementation of Nova Scotia’s Strategy on HIV/AIDS. He is also a Director with The NAMES Project - Canada (AIDS Memorial Quilt) and a person living with HIV/AIDS. Previously, he served on the Board of AIDS Nova Scotia and the AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia; and worked for the Canadian Red Cross Society in Nova Scotia for over 20 years as a program director.  Larry is currently on the Board of the Canadian Working Group on HIV and Rehabilitation (CWGHR) and recently participated in delivering the modified CWGHR workshop on HIV & Rehabilitation with a Dalhousie University team in Malawi.

Gillian Bone
Gillian Bone is a Special Project Manager in the Spinal Cord Rehabilitation and Cardiac Rehabilitation Programs at Toronto Rehabilitation Institute. Previously, she was Project Coordinator with the Canadian Working Group on HIV and Rehabilitation (CWGHR) for “Interprofessional Learning in Rehabilitation in the Context of HIV”, a national project to enhance and increase the capacity of rehabilitation professionals to respond to the rehabilitation needs of people living with HIV/AIDS in Canada.   Gillian is a physiotherapist who has worked with children and families in hospital and rehabilitation settings for over 15 years. She has a Masters degree in Continuing Professional Development, is involved with clinical education and is a lecturer in the Department of Physical Therapy, University of Toronto. Gillian is interested in international health activities and is an Associate of the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation, University of Toronto.

Don Kilby 
Don Kilby has been a family physician since 1979 and the Director of Health Services at the University of Ottawa since 1987. His practice includes many patients living with HIV.  He is the Past Chair of the Ottawa-Carleton Council on AIDS, the founder of the Ottawa-Carleton HIV Primary Care Group, the Co-Chair of the Ontario Advisory Committee on HIV/AIDS and a Board member of the Ontario HIV Treatment Network (OHTN). In his spare time, he founded the Canada-Africa Community Health Alliance (CACHA), established to support a number of HIV/AIDS initiatives in Gabon, Bénin and Tanzania. As a result of his work in Canada and overseas, Dr. Kilby has developed a growing interest in HIV and disability issues. 

Ryan Peck
Since 2007, Ryan Peck has been Executive Director of HALCO, the HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic (Ontario), where he was previously both an articling student and a staff lawyer. He has worked as a staff lawyer at both the Advocacy Centre for the Elderly and in the Tenant Duty Counsel Program at the Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario.  He has also served as Criminal Duty Counsel at Toronto’s Old City Hall in several different courts, including the Drug Treatment Court.  Ryan is a member of the Ontario Advisory Committee on HIV/AIDS (OACHA) Public Health Working Group and the OACHA Criminalization & HIV/AIDS Advisory Committee.  He is also co-chair of the province-wide Criminal Issues Strategic Working Group, and a board member of the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network.
Jessica Leech
Jessica Leech is the Team Leader of Community Strategies at AIDS Calgary. Jessica holds a Master’s Degree in anthropology and has several years of experience working in the fields of HIV/AIDS, human rights, community development and sustained poverty reduction, both locally and internationally. In her current role, Jessica focuses on community development and building a more comprehensive and collaborative response to HIV/AIDS in the Calgary region. 

Richard Elliott
Richard has been on staff with the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network since 1999, and is the current executive director.  Richard holds an undergraduate degree in economics and philosophy from Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, and obtained his LL.B. and LL.M. from the Osgoode Hall Law School of York University in Toronto. He was called to the bar in Ontario in 1997, and has authored numerous reports, papers and articles on the legal and human rights issues related to HIV/AIDS. Between 2001 and 2007, he was a member of the Ministerial Council on HIV/AIDS.
Patrick Fougeyrollas
Dr.Fougeyrollas is a social anthropologist. He is scientific director at the University Institute of Rehabilitation of Québec City, and Associate Professor in the Department of Rehabilitation and in the Department of Anthropology at Laval University. Dr. Fougeyrollas is a social researcher and active advocate in the international movement for the human rights of, and equalization of opportunities for, people with disabilities. He is currently President of the International Network on the Disability Creation Process (INDCP) and Deputy Vice President, North America, Rehabilitation International.
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